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AFA, AA Division welcome 2023 with Review of 
Accomplishments, Strategic Action Plan preparation 

The Administrative and Financial Affairs (AFA) and Academic Affairs (AA) divisions of Catanduanes State University began the 
new year with a review of their accomplishments in 2022 and strategic action planning for 2023.

According to Dr. Iñigo, Vice President for AFA, the division’s full-day meeting on January 6th aimed to discuss the highlights of 
the accomplishments of their division and its impact on the university’s operations for 2022.

The meeting also served as an opportunity to review strengths and weaknesses in order to make recommendations for areas 
that need improvement. The VP-AFA also shared that after identifying the success and areas for improvement in the division, 
they presented it to the unit heads in the Academic Affairs and REPA divisions, both at the Central Management and Panganiban 
Campus, to make their services more effective and efficient.

Catanduanes State University (CatSU) earned the Salud Bicolnon 
Award during its annual recognition and awarding ceremony to 
all local health implementers who exemplified dedication and 
excellence in the planning and execution of health services towards 
Universal Health Care in the region.

Dr. Felix III C. Ma, CatSU Medical Officer III, represented Dr. 
Patrick Alain T. Azanza at the Marison Hotel, Legazpi City, on January 
13, 2023.

The Salud Bikolnon Awards is the most prestigious and longest 
running awards conducted by the Department of Health Bicol Center 
for Health Development.

This year’s theme is “Pagkaburunyog para sa Salud nin Kagabsan.”

CatSU receives the Salud Bicolnon Award

by Francis John B. Templonuevo

Continuation on page 7

by Caroline I. Vecilles

J.A. Sidlacan

STARTING THE YEAR RIGHT.  Dr Lily P. Custodio, Vice President for Academic Affairs 
delivers her message to the Academic Division during the opening day of the event. 
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The HERALD is the official publication 
of Catanduanes State University which is 
produced by Corporate Communications 
Services (CCS).

The HERALD complements the multi-
platform communication arm of CCS 
Office which utilizes print, broadcast, 
television, and social media, as well as 
the World Wide Web, in the dissemination 
of the different milestones, programs, 
projects, activities and achievements 
of the University, particularly on areas 
of Instruction, Research, Extension, 
Production, Governance and Management, 
and Student Services.

The HERALD exists to advance the 
interest of development communication 
in higher education, and to provide 
another venue in informing, involving, and 
empowering the stakeholders of the 
Catanduanes State University.
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CatSU signs MoU for Institutional 
Cooperation with SEARCA

The Catanduanes State University (CatSU) signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with the Southeast Asian Regional Center for 
Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA) on January 11. 2023. 

A virtual signing ceremony via Zoom was held to signify the start of 
the partnership between the two institutions. CatSU President Dr. Patrick 
Alain T. Azanza and SEARCA Director Dr. Glenn B. Gregorio inked the said 
agreement and this was witnessed by the key officials from both institutions. 

“We need to stay visible and relevant during these times,” said Dr. 
Gregorio. The SEARCA Director also emphasized in his opening message 
the importance of partnership with key institutions to carry out their goals. 
Likewise, Dr. Azanza of CatSU assured that the MoU is just the beginning 
of the impactful and relevant programs that will be put into action in the 
coming days.

The MoU has been concluded to collaborate in areas such as education, 
training, and research. Different forms of cooperation may be concretized 
through collaboration in undertaking programs and other related activities; 
exchange of scientific materials, publications, and information; and 
execution of separate agreements for any undertaking which will be jointly 
implemented in the future.

SEARCA is an institution focused on agricultural and rural development 
in Southeast Asia. It commits to elevate the quality of life of agricultural 
families through sustainable livelihoods and access to modern networks 
and innovative markets.

via CIRCPDS

Ara

READY TO SIGN. CatSU President Dr. Patrick Alain T. Azanza, together with Dr. Lily P. 
Custodio, Vice President for Academic Affairs (AA) and Dr. Ramon Felipe Sarmiento, 
Vice President for Research, Extension, and Production Affairs (REPA) prepare for the 
MoU signing with SEARCA. 
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With the objective of orienting and 
empowering of the newly hired and 
current faculty members, the College of 
Health Sciences (CHS) headed by Dean 
Joel T. Olfindo, conducted a seminar 
workshop held on January 9-11, 2023, at 
the CSH Amphitheater.

“We want our new breed of faculty 
members to get familiarized with the 
vision, mission, goal, core values, quality 
policy, and institutional outcomes of CatSU 
and the program outcomes of Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing and Bachelor of 
Science in Nutrition and Dietetics towards 
achieving quality education”, Dean Olfindo 
said. 

The (3) three-day seminar-workshop 
aimed to help the faculty members 
to demonstrate understanding of the 
policies and academic requirements for an 
effective teaching-learning environment, 
to rekindle and revitalize the essence of 
good values and professionalism for a 
harmonious relationship in the workplace, 
personal advancement, and mutual 
respect.

“This activity is very important as we 
prepare our teaching force to acknowledge 
the provisions in the Faculty, Research, 
and Extension Manuals in order to 
effectively carry out the mandate of the 
university”, Dean Olfindo added. 

O r g a n i z e d 
and facilitated 
by Dr. Erlinda 
F. Tabor, 
CHS Quality 
A s s u r a n c e 
Adviser, the 
s e m i n a r 
w o r k s h o p 
yielded a full 
attendance from 
the BS ND and 
BSN Faculty, 
and with active 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

that include topics discussed about 
Research and Development, led by Dr. 
John Villegas, CHS Research Coordinator. 

The college Extension and Community 
Services was presented by Prof. Kevin 
Asmer Aldave, Extension Coordinator, 
while the preparation of IPCR and 
other pertinent Academic Reports was 
discussed by Dean Olfindo. 

The second day featured the 
Assessment and evaluation/preparation 
of Specification led by Dr. Tabor, and the 
Informatics and other related IT in Nursing 
education such as the use of MS Excel 
in the preparation of grades was tackled 
by Associate Professor Aries Gianan. 
Another topic of the workshop is the 
preparation of Syllabus, Teaching Plan 
and other RLE requirements which was 
discussed by Associate Professor Lilibeth 
I. Tubalinal. 

The Seminar workshop concluded 
on its third day with a presentation 
and critiquing of outputs, as well as it 
submission.

Dr. Tabor shared that it is but 
academically essential to prepare and 
present academic-related requirements 
that adhere to standards and following 
the prescribed format.

CHS holds seminar-workshop on college, faculty empowerment 
by Caroline I. Vecilles

C. De Leon

Dr. Erlinda F. Tabor, CHS Quality Assurance Adviser, leads the discussion on 
Assessment and evaluation. 
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Mr. Simplicio G. Mendoza with the 
Lingap sa Diwa ng CatSU Award in 
a simple yet memorable ceremony, 
witnessed by the University’s key officials 
at CatSU Conference Room on January 
13, 2023.

Mr. Mendoza, who is fondly called 
“Impling”, is a retired professor and 
extension worker at the University.  
His award was given for his selfless 
contribution to creatives and industry.

Sir Impling provided visual design 
for important cultural events in the 
community.  As an extension worker and 
entrepreneur, he raised the standards 
of decorative arts and virtual artistry. He 
developed local products in the handicrafts 
and the food industry thereby providing 
livelihood opportunities to others.

Most importantly, his research skills 
and passion to do great allowed him to 
develop, standardize, and perfected the 
island’s famous “latik, and tilmok” – a 
signature mark in the province’s culture 
and identity.  

“The signature ‘Impling’ (Tatak 
Impling) is indeed being felt and I believe 
that it is but fitting recognition to honor 
your contributions, and at the same time 
appreciate your talents and skills which 
hopefully could be passed on to the next 
generations,” Dr. Azanza said.

The president was also nostalgic as 
he vividly recalled the days when he was 
still a student of Prof. Mendoza, and gladly 

shared fond memories of how to create 
various products out of rattan.

“Your unique way of imposing 
discipline by ensuring that our finished 
products are perfect truly translated into 
excellence”, Dr. Azanza recalled.

“The kind of passion that you have 
makes you unique that even as you leave 
the school, as you moved on to higher 
learning, you bring it all along with you and 
the wisdom reverberates, reminding us 
of the lessons that eventually prove very 
valuable in our career. Even as I perform 
my role as SUC President, I still live with 
the lessons I learned from you about 
creativity and excellence and not just be 
contented with mediocrity,” the president 
added.

Dr. Azanza also emphasized in his 
message that the value of meritocracy, 
which he is adopting in the University, 
happens partly because of the lessons 
he learned from Prof. Mendoza – that 
is to see the importance of quality and 
excellence in outputs, and that premium 
should be given to those who go beyond 
and excel.

“The university came up with this 
award and we hope that you would know 
how much you are appreciated by CatSU, 
the community, and the entire island 
because Impling Mendoza is Impling 
Mendoza. You are one of a kind. You 
belong to a generation of trailblazers and 
CatSU needs you to be able to pass on 

to the next generation of CatSU students 
and employees this God-given talent and 
expertise that should not perish not just in 
the university but in the island as a whole,” 
Dr. Azanza said.  

The key officials present namely Dr. 
Ramon Felipe Sarmiento, Vice President 
for Research, Extension, and Production 
Affairs, Dr. Maria Edna R. Inigo, Vice 
President for Administrative and Financial 
Affairs, Atty. Gregorio M. Sarmiento, 
Jr., Chief Administrative Officer, Prof. 
Zyra Mae T. Tumala, CIRCPDS Director, 
Dr. Adem Nalu V. Rubio, Extension 
Services Director, and the Corporate 
Communications Services Staff shared 
flashback recollections of the good old 
days, which also made Prof. Mendoza 
emotional with tears of joy when it was 
his time for the acceptance speech.

“Dai ko pigaexpect na tatawan ako 
ng ganitong award. Basta sa kapinoonan, 
ang asa isip ko ay maging maogma sana 
ako sa gabos na yagibo ko lalo na pag 
nakakatabang ako sa ibang tawo. Gabos na 
yagibo ko, ginibo ko nin may kaogmahan. 
Salamat sana nin dakula sa ondra na tinao 
nyo sa sakuya,” Sir Impling said.  

Apart from being a full-time 
entrepreneur after his retirement, Sir 
Impling continuously shares his talents 
and skills with the CatSU students as part-
time faculty and trainer in the community 
extension service programs of the 
University.

CatSU honors ‘Sir Impling’ - the Man behind the Happy Island’s 
Best “Latik, and Tilmok” by Caroline I. Vecilles
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Dr. Jimmy T. Masagca, a Professor 
VI at Catanduanes State University, 
has been recognized as the Heroes’ 
Outstanding College Professor of the 
Year by the Asia’s Modern Hero Awards 
for 2023.

The award-giving body, which has 
also produced the successful Asia’s 
Golden Icons Awards and Asia’s Pinnacle 
Awards, recognized Dr. Masagca for his 
contributions to education and research.

“There is an eminent need to recognize 
the scintilla of hope and aspiration in 
your role in nation-building and socio-
economic changes, that you may become 
a beacon of inspiration. This nomination is 
a token of appreciation as we value your 
remarkable contributions to our country,” 
Dr. Ronnel P. Ybanez, President of the 
Award-giving body, said in his letter to Dr. 
Masagca.

“We are now opening its Hall for you 
to walk in this pedestal of Awardees 
wearing the badge of honor as an ASIA’S 
MODERN HERO, wherein you may 
exchange the best practices in your field 
of expertise. Humanitarian endeavors and 
philanthropic activities that may possibly 
result to noble collaborations,” he added.

Dr. Masagca’s recognition was 
unanimously decided by a board of council 
composed of four highly competent 
individuals namely: Mr. Vidal D. Villanueva 
III – Deputy Director General, TESDA; 
Mayor Marcos M. Mamay – National Vice 
President of League of Municipalities 
of the Philippines; Ms. Erarev Bacho – 
Eralista Worldwide Founder; and Dr. Alim 
Fatani Sultan Abdul Malik, DPA – National 
President of Ulama and Imam of the 
Philippines Association.

CatSU Prof receives Heroes’ Outstanding College 
Professor of the Year award by Francis John B. Templonuevo

Meet Jonilie C. Tioxon, the luckiest lady 
at the end of 2022, as described by CatSU 
President Dr. Patrick Alain T. Azanza on his 
Facebook page. Who wouldn’t be if one 
actually ranked first among the applicants 
for the Administrative Aide IV position 
at the Human Resource Management 
Services. 

To her, the best gift she received by far is 
getting a permanent item at the university 
where she served as Student Assistant to 
sustain her academic needs and finish her 
degree, and for the next eight (8) years as 
a full-time Job Order employee, juggling 
her career while raising a family. But 
despite all the challenges in life, she did 

not give up. She had full hopes especially when 
Dr. Azanza who is up for meritocracy, took the 
helm of leadership in CatSU. 

Jonilie did not waste a single time, took the 
opportunity to join the review sessions, took 
the Civil Service Examination, and passed. 

Jonilie indeed waited for a decade to the 
day she would finally become a permanent 
government employee. Losing hope is never 
her cup of tea, and true enough, with the kind 
of determination she has, she made it. 

“Hope resides in CatSU, and this sweet 
victory I offer to my one and only son, and to 
my husband. Just believe in the process, and 
keep that faith in God”, she proudly shared. 

Known as Therx to many, Luther also 
served as a Job Order employee in CatSU 
for several years. Thirteen (13) years to 
be exact. He holds a degree of Bachelor 
of Science in Customs Administration 
from the Mariners Polytechnic Colleges 
Foundation Inc. and started his CatSU 
journey in 2008 as an Office Helper at 
the Office of Student Support Services 
(OSSS). 

Tariman has drawn numerous positive 
feedback from students and all Directors 
of OSSS in all the years he served the 
office, and never doubted his unique 
sense of commitment at work. His 
diligence and passion in providing service 
at the said unit made him top the ranks in 

the evaluation of applicants for the position of 
Administrative Aide. 

Therx and his wife manages a Travel and 
Tours business. They love to travel and engage 
in mountain climbing activities. He is now a 
permanent employee serving in the Office of 
the Bids and Awards Committee (BAC). 

“Sobra an sakuyang kaugmahan na ang pag-
mawot ko na maging permanente na man sa 
CatSU pagkalipas ng panahon, ay nangyari na 
man. Nagpapasalamat ako sa satuyang CatSU 
Pres., Dr. Azanza dahil sa patas na tsansa para 
sa gabos. Magpadagos sana kita ng paghigos, 
para sa satong mga pamilya asin sa komunidad 
maging kabali kita sa pag-uswag, lalo na sa 
matanos na liderato ni Dr. Azanza.”

The Best View Comes after the Hardest Climb
by Caroline I. Vecilles
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Cris John Anthon Castillo, a 
fourth-year Computer Engineering 
(CpE) student at Catanduanes State 
University (CatSU), has been named 
champion of the 2023 Regional 
Institute of Computer Engineers of 
the Philippines and CpE Challenge for 
C++ programming competition held 
on January 14th at the Avenue Plaza 
Hotel in Naga City, Camarines Sur.

Castillo will not only represent 
CatSU, but also the entire Bicol 
region as he advances to the national 
level of the CpE Challenge in Ilocos 
Norte on January 19th, 2023.

This marks the second time 
CatSU has won the title, making it a 
back-to-back victory. In the academic 
year 2021-2023, Ivan Nepomuceno, 
now a licensed Engineer, finished 
5th in the national level of the CpE 
Challenge last year.

The recent regional event 
was participated by nineteen 
CatSU Computer Engineering and 
Architecture (CEA) students, along 
with three professors who served 
as their coaches. The students were 
tested in their skills in Bread Boarding 
Competition, Quiz Bowl, Pitching 
Competition, and Programming in C, 
C++, Python, and Java.

CatSU CpE student 
wins the Regional CpE 
Challenge 2023
by Caroline I. Vecilles

Senior CHS student earns second place in 
Regional Nursing Quiz Bee
by Caroline I. Vecilles

The College of Health Sciences 
headed by its Dean, Prof. Joel T. Olfindo, 
has nothing but pride and joy for the 
sweet victory of its student in the 
recently completed 1st Anastacia-Giron 
Tupas Bicol Nursing Quiz Bee held at the 
ADAMCO Building, Concepcion Grande, 
Naga City, on January 15, 2023.

Patricia Allysa C. Benavidez, a 4th 
year Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
(BSN) student finished second in the 
said competition. She was joined by co-
participants Amelyn Rose Triumfante 
and Leila May B. Tomagan, accompanied 
by Faculty member, Mr. Arnel Aaron M. 
Alcantara, as the Assistant Coach.

Dean Olfindo who selected the 
participants and served as the Head Coach 
had high hopes that the team of selected 
students will bring home the bacon.

“When we left for Naga City, I was very 
positive that my kids were going to make 
it, and I reminded them that for whatever 
we do and aim for, we are offering it to 
our beloved CatSU. And for that we 
are thankful that despite the inclement 
weather in the country, we returned home 
safe and victorious”, Dean Olfindo shared.

As one of the HEIs on the island, CatSU 
is honored to have been given the chance 
to participate in the event, with eight (8) 
other schools chosen in the Bicol region.

“I joined the Quiz Bee because I want 
to get as much motivation as there is in 
preparation for the Board exams upon 
graduation. I also feel proud to represent 
CatSU especially since this is the first ever 
Anastasia Giron-Tupas Bicol Regional Quiz 
bee”, Benavidez proudly shared.

The competition is an initiative of 

Dr. Carl Balita Review Center, one of 
the leading and biggest brands in the 
Philippines that offers professional exam 
preparations. Benavidez scored 62 points, 
just a 2-notch away from the 1st place. 
The organizers then gave the privilege 
to participate in the launching and in the 
proper competition for the National Level, 
this coming March 1, 2023, to be held in 
CBRC National Office in Manila.

“I am more than grateful for the 
knowledge and learnings from CatSU, and 
thankful for all the help of the supportive 
faculty members, Dean Joel, and of 
course, to Dr. Patrick Alain T. Azanza, 
thank you, Sir. I am more than honored to 
bring honor to our beloved CatSU as well 
as to my parents, she ended.
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A sophomore from the College 
of Agriculture (CAF) at Catanduanes 
State University (CatSU) received a 
free learning tablet from the State to 
Capitol Tricycle Operator and Drivers 
Association (STACAP-TODA), as part of 
their support for the campaign to assist 
poor but deserving students in the 
institution.

The recipient, Junald Matienzo, who 
is a part-time waiter while pursuing 
his bachelor’s degree at the university, 
received a brand-new Samsung Tablet 
from his benefactor.

Matienzo’s selection was endorsed 
by the CAF Dean, Prof. Ma. Jugie R. 
Ramos, and the CAF SBO President, 
Glarmaine Ivy B. Tanales, to the Office 
of the President, Dr. Patrick Alain T. 
Azanza, through the Office of Student 
Regent and FCSC President Angelo 
Piolo Laynes. 

The turn-over ceremony took place on January 16, 2023, in the presence of Dr. Azanza, Laynes, Tanales, and the benefactors, 
headed by STACAPTODA President Gil Alintana, and STACAPTODA Board of Directors Bernard Del Rosario and Perfecto Lim.

Meanwhile, the Academic Affairs Division, led by Vice President Dr. Lily P. Custodio, had a two-day meeting on January 9th and 
10th in the Accreditation Room at the Main Building.

The first day focused on the review and presentation of 2022 accomplishments vs targets, while the second day was dedicated 
to the preparation of the Strategic Action Plan for 2023 and presentation of outputs.

Dr. Custodio urged her division to work on weaknesses and sustain strengths, share best practices, maintain open 
communication, and work as a team.

CAF working student receives free learning tablet from STACAP-TODA
by Caroline I. Vecilles

AFA, AA Division... from page 1

Dios mabalos Senator Pia Cayetano for your support to 
the University’s mission to build more infrastracture for its 
students. Through your relentless efforts, CatSU was able to 
fund the following projects:

• Capacity Building Development on Futures
Thinking and Strategic Foresight
• Pushed for increased capital outlay funding
for SUCs, including CatSU
• Infrastructure and Smart Campus Development
Operationalization of face-to-face and Upgrading/
Procurement of equipment.
• Gender-sensitive programs and projects
for women’s rights and gender equality.
• Increase in Carrying Capacity of Nursing
and Allied Health Programs
• Higher Education Research and
Innovation Project

These projects will truly help alleviate the difficulty of the 
thousand CatSUans in adapting to the new normal learning 
set-up.

Dios mabalos Senator Pia Cayetano
by Caroline I. Vecilles
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Top Scientists of the Catanduanes State University as 
declared by the Alper-Doger (AD) Scientific Index on its latest 
release of World Scientist and University Rankings 2023 dated 
October 24, 2022.

The following are the researchers indexed: 

(1) Dr. Jimmy T. Masagca (Climate Change/Mangroves/
Fisheries/Crabs/MPA)
(2) Dr. Jimmylen Z. Tonio (Dean, College of Humanities and
Social Sciences)
(Education/Foreign Language Education-Linguistics/
Psycholinguistics/Philippine English/Sociolinguistics)
(3) Dr. Kristian Q. Aldea (Dean, College of Sciences)
(Engineering & Technology/Marine Sciences and
Engineering-Marine Symbiotic Biology/Tidal Ecology
Benthology/Coastal Dynamics)
(4) Dr. Gemma G. Acedo (Dean, College of Information
 and Communications Technology)
(Information Technology)
(5) Dr. Jose Z. Tria (Director, Research Development
Services)
(Music Education/Education/Educational Management/
Culture and Arts/Physical Education)
(6) Dr. Lily P. Custodio (Vice President for Academic Affairs)
(Business & Management/Business Administration) 
(7) Dr. Belen M. Tapado
 (Information and Communications Technology). 
(8) Dr. Aurora E. Araojo - Retiree from the College of 
Humanities and Social Sciences (former College of Arts 
and Sciences), 
(9) Dr. Sonia V. Sapico - Retiree from the College of 
Humanities and Social Sciences (former College of Arts 
and Sciences),

The AD Scientific Index (Alper-Doger Scientific Index), 
unlike other systems that provide evaluations of journals and 
universities, is a ranking and analysis system based on the 
scientific performance and the added value of the scientific 
productivity of individual scientists. Furthermore, it provides 
rankings of institutions based on the scientific characteristics of 
affiliated scientists.

AD Scientific Index performs rankings using a single 
parameter, which is the number of “Valued and Productive 
Scientists” staffed by a specific university. Selected after 
years of observation, this parameter is calculated using the 
total H-index and i10-index values together with the number 
of citations, and the last 5 years’ total H-index and i10-index 
values along with the number of citations received over the 
last 5 years. We rank more than 19 500 universities using this 
method. A careful examination will reveal that most of the other 

parameters are representations of natural academic products of 
“Valued and Productive Scientists.” Institutions that employ a 
high number of “Valued and Productive Scientists”, for example, 
scientists in the first Top 2%, Top 10%, Top 20%, Top 40%, 
Top 60%, Top 80% and later ranks, respectively, will naturally 
produce increased numbers of academic outputs listed as the 
parameters above.

The world rankings, regional rankings, and university 
rankings of scientists in this table are developed based on the 
total i10 index. Thus, scientists and universities can obtain their 
academic rankings and monitor developments in the ranking 
over time. For global university rankings, ranking organizations 
use the following parameters including the quality of education, 
employment rates of graduates, the quality of faculties within 
an individual university, international collaborations, the number 
of graduates and staff awarded with Nobel Prizes and Fields 
Medals, the number of highly cited researchers selected by 
Clarivate Analytics, the total number of research papers, the 
number of articles published by Nature and Science journals, the 
number of articles indexed in Science Citation Index-Expanded 
(SCIE) and Social Science Citation Index (SSCI), and the number 
of research articles receiving a high number of citations. Each 
ranking organization develops a ranking methodology, which 
attributes different % weights to selected items out of such 
parameters. Experienced ranking organizations evaluate 2000 - 
3000 universities for ranking.

Moreover, CatSU ranks 135th out of 263 universities in the 
country. Truly, it’s a long way to go but CatSU is steadfast in 
bringing honor to our island province.

https://www.adscientificindex.com/pdfs/toplists/
philippines-top-scientists.

SOURCE:

Top Scientists of the Catanduanes State University as declared by the Alper-
Doger (AD) Scientific Index on its latest release of World Scientist and 
University Rankings 2023 by Caroline I. Vecilles

Continuation on page 9
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